

CITY OF MONDAMIN
REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
Mondamin City Hall
Monday, September 9, 2024
7:00 P.M.
1.  Opening of Meeting
a. Mayor Jamie Howrey called the meeting to order at 7:04 p.m., leading those present in the Pledge of Allegiance.
b. Roll Call   Council members present: John Glennie, Karen Breyfogle, Mary Seago, and Chad Wilson. Absent: Jim Rains. Staff present: Alyx Hirst, Steve Hinkel, and new public works superintendent, Mike Kelley. Public present: Brandi Kelley, Anna Kelley.   
c. Approval of Agenda  Motion to approve agenda by J. Glennie with a second by M. Seago. Motion carried 4-0.
d. Approval of Minutes   Motion to approve the August 5th, 2024 meeting minutes by M. Seago and seconded by J. Glennie. Motion carried 4-0. 
e. Ahlers & Cooney Invoice   M. Seago made a motion to approve the Ahlers & Cooney claim in the amount of $18,700.00. The motion was seconded by K. Breyfogle. Motion carried 4-0.
f. Approval of All Other Claims as Presented   K. Breyfogle made a motion to approve all other claims as presented and they were seconded by J. Glennie. Motion carried 4-0.

2.  Public Comments   None.  
	 
3.  Community Center/Facility Report   The community center manager sent in her report to the city council.  

4.  Library Report   None 

5.  Fire Department Report   None

6.  Property Maintenance Report (John Harrison, Bluffs Inspection Service   John emailed an update regarding property violations.  He stated that the property owners at 401 North Main, and 408 Maple Street have both sent in receipts that show their shipping containers were purchased and or set prior to the updated ordinance. He also stated that going by the shown receipts, the containers should be in compliance with the Mondamin Ordinances. Council agreed. 
 
7.  Old Business   None
	  
8.  New Business   
a. Council review and consideration of Pay Application No. 13, Project 180263.01, in the amount of $292,596.91. Pay Application subject to USDA review and concurrence (water plant)  K. Breyfogle motioned to approve Pay Application No. 13 in the amount of $292,596.91 to RP Constructors, subject to review and concurrence from USDA. The motion was seconded by M. Seago. Motion carried 4-0.
b. Council review and consideration of Pay Application No. 2, Project 180263.01, in the amount of $57,808.28. Pay Application subject to USDA review and concurrence (water meters)  K. Breyfogle motioned to approve Pay Application No. 2 in the amount of $57,808.28 to Armodus, subject to review and concurrence from USDA. The motion was seconded by J. Glennie. Motion carried 4-0.
c. Recommendation/Action: Short-term CD for water plant savings funds   Clerk Hirst stated that the money in the water savings account could be put into a short-term CD to gain interest until we need to use it.  M. Seago motioned to put $85,318.90 into a Midstates CD for a period of 4 months.  The motion was seconded by K. Breyfogle.  Motion passed unanimously.
d. Recommendation/Action: Engineering Survey at 501 Cedar St.   M. Seago presented minutes from the Mondamin Community Partners Meeting regarding the request from city council to explore possible options for the development of the acres around the new water treatment plant.  Mary stated that she would like to reach out to an engineering firm for their recommendation, but that MCP recommends that the best option at this time would be to sell the property for the sole purpose of constructing family housing.  No action was taken but Mary will reach out to the engineer for the water treatment plant for guidance. 
e. Recommendation/Action: Employee Evaluations   The evaluation committee reported on the employee’s evaluations, reporting that both Steve and Alyx received an exceptional rating. K. Breyfogle motioned that both Alyx Hirst and Steve Hinkel receive an annual 5% pay increase and it be retroactive July 1, 2024. With this increase, new hourly rates will be as follows: Steve Hinkel $24.35 and Alyx Hirst, $18.44. The motion was seconded by J. Glennie. Motion carried 4-0.   
f. Open balances on customer accounts that are delinquent 120 days or greater    Clerk Hirst stated that she would like to write off balances from customers who are either deceased or that were customers long ago as some have aged in the billing system well over 1500 days. Alyx wanted to note that none of these balances are from current utility billing residents. Discussion was held. Clerk Hirst stated that she would have a resolution ready for next months meeting.
g. Open balances on customer accounts that are delinquent 60 days or less    After much discussion and taking into consideration all residents, K. Breyfogle motioned not to grant extensions of any kind for delinquent utility customers. The motion was seconded by M. Seago. Roll call. All ayes. Motion passed unanimously. Breyfogle stated that residents are expected to pay their utility bill each month and if there is a grievance, customers need to bring it to the city council meeting and speak with them, not to take it out on Alyx. 
h. Cedar Street Repairs  Discussion.  M. Seago stated that the city should start getting quotes for repairing Cedar Street as she would like to have it resurfaced next spring.
i. Trees at 306 S Noyes   Clerk Hirst discussed the two (2) trees at 306 S Noyes that are of critical concern as they are dropping large limbs.  M. Seago motioned to collect bids for the two (2) trees and have them available for the October meeting. The motion was seconded by K. Breyfogle. Motion carried 4-0.
j. Trees at 200 S Noyes   Clerk Hirst stated that the owner of 200 S Noyes would like the Ash tree in the property’s right-of-way removed so he can plant new trees. Council stated that unless the trees are of critical concern, they want to wait for the DNR recommendation for removal. No action taken. 
k. Steve Hinkel comp hours  Based off of the recommendation of the mayor, K. Breyfogle motioned to pay Steve for his 64.50 hours of comp time that he has accumulated since June. The motion was seconded by J. Glennie. Motion carried 4-0. 
l. Bench swing at the city park   M. Seago presented council with a rendering of a new bench swing that would replace the one in the city park that is bent and not working properly. M. Seago motioned to approve the new bench swing in the amount of $3,200 and for the swing to be paid from the Mondamin Community Betterment account. The motion was seconded by K. Breyfogle. Motion carried 4-0.
m. Rock quote for around the city shed  Clerk Hirst presented a quote from Armodus for rock and hauling. M. Seago motioned to approve the quote in the amount of $1,175 for around 28 ton. The motion was seconded by K. Breyfogle. Motion passed unanimously.
n. Broken freezer at the community center  After discovering that the old commercial freezer would not be able to be repaired in a costly manner,  J. Glennie stated that the community center board purchased a replacement from Bonsel Appliance in Dunlap that would work until a new commercial one could be bought. 
o. Discussion regarding city’s old maintainer used for snow removal  Discussion. Mike thought he would be able to look at it a little more in depth and see if he can get it running again. 
p. Heritage Day 2025: Discussion regarding bounce houses and possible action to reserve  M. Seago motioned to reserve the bounce houses for next year with a 20% down payment.  The motion was seconded by K. Breyfogle. Motion carried 4-0.

9.  Mayor’s Report   None

10.  Clerk’s Report    Clerk Hirst reported that she submitted the city’s debt report on time.  She has been working on switching cards and accounts over to Mike’s name and removing Steve since he will be leaving at the end of the month. Alyx also stated that she will be working with Municipal Supply on the new meter reading software and hoping for the best outcome for compatibility with the utility billing software. 

11.  Public Works Report   Steve stated that he has been working on burning the rest of the tree pile at the lagoon. Mike stated that he had been working at the city shed knocking weeds down and cleaning up around it. 

12.  Commissioner Reports    M. Seago presented council with an option to refurbish some of our park benches and tables that are in bad condition. More information will be provided next month. 

13.  Other Business   None

14.  Adjourn   Having no further business to conduct, K. Breyfogle made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Seconded by M. Seago. Motion carried 4-0. The meeting was adjourned at 9:35 p.m.

	These minutes are as recorded by the Mondamin City Clerk and subject to approval at the next regular city council meeting.
Attest:  Alyx Hirst
City Clerk, City of Mondamin


		

