

CITY OF MONDAMIN
REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
Mondamin City Hall
Monday, October 7, 2024
7:00 P.M.


1.  Opening of Meeting
a. Mayor Jamie Howrey called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m., leading those present in the Pledge of Allegiance.
b. Roll Call   Council members present: John Glennie, Mary Seago, and Jim Rains. Absent: Karen Breyfogle and Chad Wilson. Staff present: Alyx Hirst and Mike Kelley. Public present: Brandi Kelley, John Harrison, Christine Howrey, and Bonnie Castillo from Harrison County Emergency Management.
c. Approval of Agenda  Motion to approve agenda by M. Seago with a second by J. Glennie. Motion carried 3-0.
d. Approval of Minutes   Motion to approve the September 9th, 2024 meeting minutes by J. Glennie and seconded by M. Seago. Motion carried 3-0. Motion to approve the September 12th, 2024 meeting minutes by M. Seago and seconded by J. Glennie. Motion carried 3-0.
e. Approval of All Claims as Presented   M. Seago made a motion to approve all claims as presented and they were seconded by J. Rains. Motion carried 3-0.

2.  Public Comments   John Harrison from Bluffs Inspection Services was asked to handle the ongoing nuisance at 401 Cedar St. 
	 
3.  Community Center/Facility Report   The community center manager sent in her report to the city council.  

4.  Library Report   The librarian sent in her report to the council.  

5.  Fire Department Report   None

6.  Property Maintenance Report (John Harrison, Bluffs Inspection Service)   John stated that the structure at 100 S. Harding had been torn down and he also gave updates on the other properties that are pending abatement. The city council discussed other properties that they would like John to start the abatement process on.
 
7.  Old Business   None
	  
8.  New Business   
a. Discussion with Bonnie Castillo from Harrison County Emergency Management  Bonnie discussed some measures the city can take to become more prepared in an emergency situation. Bonnie also stated that signing up for Alert Iowa is the best way for the public to be notified of any emergencies in their specific area. 
b. Generator for the tornado siren  Bonnie stated that we may be able to obtain a Hazard Mitigation Grant or be able to use the Safeguarding Tomorrow Revolving Loan Fund Program to help with funding for a new generator to power the tornado siren if the power goes out. More information is needed before decisions can be made. 
c. Tree Removal Bids: 306 S Noyes   Two bids were received. J. Glennie motioned to approve the lowest bid in the amount of $3,500.00. The motion was seconded by J. Rains. Motion carried 3-0. The bid was awarded to Kevin Cox. 
d. Resolution #2024-16:  A Resolution authorizing and directing the city clerk to write-off utility accounts that are considered uncollectible  J. Glennie motioned to approve Resolution #2024-16 and it was seconded by M. Seago. Roll call vote. All ayes. 
e. Recommendation/Action: Employee Evaluation for Librarian, Christine Hussing   The evaluation committee reported on the Christine’s evaluation. J. Glennie motioned that Christine receive an annual 5% pay increase and it be retroactive July 1, 2024. With this increase, the new hourly rate will be $13.13. The motion was seconded by J. Rains. Motion carried 3-0.   
f. Resignation of Christine Hussing, Librarian  Christine submitted a letter of resignation stating her last day will be December 31, 2024. M. Seago motioned to accept the resignation of Christine Hussing, and it was seconded by J. Rains. Motion carried 3-0.
g. Notice approval for the library director’s job summary and starting wage   M. Seago motioned to approve the starting wage for the new librarian at $13 per hour. It was seconded by J. Glennie. Motion carried 3-0.
h. Purchase of new locks  for the library  A motion by M. Seago and seconded by J. Glennie to approve new locks for the library. Motion carried 3-0.
i. Fall city wide clean-up day  Council stated that Sunday, November 10th, from 2-4 p.m. will be fall clean-up day.
j. Purchase of new lights for the city shed and the shop at city hall   Motion by J. Glennie and seconded by M. Seago to purchase new lights for both the city shed and the shop at city hall. Motion carried 3-0.
k. Land development at 501 Cedar St.  Discussion on funding for the development of land at 501 Cedar St. Clerk Hirst stated she would reach out to SWIPCO and that contact could also be made to the Iowa West Foundation for options regarding residential housing. 

9.  Mayor’s Report   None

10.  Clerk’s Report    Clerk Hirst stated she had received an email concerning children riding on motorized and battery-operated devices in the streets and not being seen by cars, trucks, etc.  The council stated they would investigate it. Clerk Hirst reported that she had less complaints than expected from the increase in utility rates. Alyx discussed the process of switching the water meters over to radio read in the utility billing software which will require some time to do. Clerk Hirst is currently working on a budget amendment because of the transfers related to the USDA loans and water plant project costs. Lastly, Alyx stated that she is working on EPA’s Service Line Inventory.

11.  Public Works Report   Mike reported that the additional electric services were installed in the park and that he has been working on cleaning out the city shed.  

12.  Commissioner Reports    M. Seago discussed items that she would like to submit for the King Foundation Grant.

13.  Other Business   None

14.  Adjourn   Having no further business to conduct, J. Glennie made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Seconded by M. Seago. Motion carried 3-0. The meeting was adjourned at 8:55 p.m.

	These minutes are as recorded by the Mondamin City Clerk and subject to approval at the next regular city council meeting.
Attest:  Alyx Hirst
City Clerk, City of Mondamin


		

