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    NEWSLETTER
 

Mission:  To help residents learn what is 

happening in town and around the area. 
CITY COUNCIL NEWS 

At the monthly meeting of the Mondamin 
City Council on July 7, 2025, New Business 
began with a resolution for the 
appointment of new council member, Lacie 
Rife.  Thank you, Lacie, for being willing to 
serve your community in this capacity.  
Former council member Chad Wilson had 
resigned due to his work schedule conflicts. 
Thank you, Chad, for your service the last 
few years. 
Other new business items dealt with 
approving the renewal for a liquor license 
for Jiffy Mart, a Heritage Day summary and 
approving the booking of Stars and Bars 
Entertainment bounce houses for the June 
13, 2026, Heritage Day celebration. The 
council discussed weed control methods at 
the new water treatment plant property. 
Discussion was held about purchasing items 
for the maintenance department.  The 
employee evaluation committee gave its 
recommendations for the city employees. 
 
After the usual department reports, John 
Harrison gave his updates on renovation 
progress at 401 Cedar and other properties.  
Nuisance letters have been sent to various 
property owners about the conditions on 

their properties that are in violation of city 
or state codes. 
   
Under Old Business the council received an 
update on the tree inventory of diseased 
trees on city property.  Bids will be 
discussed at future meetings this fall. Then 
the council was informed about the 
scheduled maintenance for the city’s water 
tower which will be taking place. 
 
The council went into closed session 
following the Chapter 21.5 of the Code of 
Iowa guidelines to discuss selling of real 
estate at 107 S. Main St.  No action was 
taken because bids must be taken first. 
 
The next city council meeting will be August 
4, 2025, at 7:00 p.m. in city hall. 

 

COMMUNITY NEWS 

Heritage Day 2025 is History!             

Mondamin’s annual celebration was well 

attended on June 14. The breakfast at the 

Church of Christ got Saturday’s festivities 

off to a great start by serving 93 people and 

collecting $674 for the West Harrison 

Ministerial Alliance emergency fund. 

The Heritage Day parade, “Hooray for the 

Red, White, and Blue,” started at 10:30 with 

many entries. Winning 1st place in the 

parade was Randy Stolz of Missouri Valley, 

2nd place went to Holy Family Catholic 

Church of Mondamin, 3rd place was earned 

by Bob Tedford of Pisgah, and the 4th place 

winner was John Henry of Logan. 

Following the parade, activities began in the 

Mondamin City Park with the popular dunk 

tank, games sponsored by the Loess Hills 



Lancers, six bounce houses, Lolipop dah 

Clown, Sarah Epperson painting faces, 

delicious desserts provide by K-Kids and 

Builder’s Club, sandwiches made by the Jiffy 

Mart crew, a number of vendors selling 

their wares, raffle tickets available for some 

great prizes, a horseshoe tournament, and 

the first-ever Heritage Day pie eating 

contest. 

The annual Baked Goods Auction was held 

to bring in money for next year’s 

celebration. During the day several 

historical buildings owned by Larry Stevens 

were open to the public for viewing. John 

Kephart and Lucas Flint were the winners of 

the horseshoe tournament. 

A big thanks goes to everyone who helped 

with any of the activities in the park. 

Whether you sold raffle tickets, helped with 

the dunk tank, donated items for the baked 

goods auction, organized the horseshoe 

tournament or ran various games, your help 

was greatly appreciated. 

In addition, thank you to those who helped 

with financial support or donations:  

MidStates Bank, Heartland Coop, 

Washington County Bank, Community Bank, 

West Harrison Booster Club, Missouri Valley 

Booster Club, Loess Hills Lavender Farm, 

Gregg Beam, Zeta Proskocil, Jeff Evers, 

Harrison County Conservation, Kiwanis K-

Kids and Builder’s Club and Larry Stevens. If 

we forgot to list your name or business, we 

apologize. 

Mark your calendars now for next year:  

June 13, 2026! 

Mondamin Community Partners                                    

Mondamin Community Center Board                                             

City of Mondamin 

 

Don’t Forget! Despite what the 

wrapper says, don’t flush! If you flush 

wipes, you mess up the city’s sewer 

system and maybe YOURS! 

Having wipes in the town’s sewer system 

has become a very serious problem. Please 

don’t take this lightly. You might even talk 

to your neighbors about this problem 

because we know everyone doesn’t see the 

Facebook messages or read this newsletter. 

Continued problems could cause everyone’s 

sewer bills to increase. PLEASE be proactive 

rather than make the city reactive! 

 

Come visit the Loess Hills Lavender 

Farm with over 40 local craft vendors 

featuring handmade items as well as the 

Farm’s bath and body products. 

 Wed - Sat:  10:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.      

Sunday:   1:00 p.m.-5:00 p.m. 

A monthly open Tea Party will be held on 

August 3 at noon. Reservations are 

required and the cost is $22. per person. 

Sunday, August 17 at 1:30 p.m. will be an 

Art Glass Craft Class. Reservations are 

required and the cost is $22. per person. 

Lavender lemonade will be provided. 

Saturday, August 23 at 10:30 a.m. will be a 

Make Your Own Fairy/Gnome Garden Craft 

Class. All materials will be provided, 

reservations are required, and the cost is  



 

$22. per person. Lavender lemonade will be 

provided. 

For reservations call (712) 642-9016.  

2278 Loess Hills Trail                                

Missouri Valley, IA 

 

Remember you can drop off dry cleaning at 

the Jiffy Mart. Drop your items off by 

Tuesday and they will be back by the next 

Tuesday. 

 

United State Post Office in Mondamin has 
Made Recent Changes. 

Not only did the price of U.S. stamps 
recently increase to $.78 on July 13, but so 
did the cost of postal boxes, international 
postage, post office box rent, and all other 
postal services. 

One of the biggest changes for Mondamin 
customers is that mail put in the blue box in 
front of the post office will have mail picked 
up for delivery at 11:15 a.m. each day. 
(There is NO late afternoon pick up.) All 
mail put in the inside slots ( LOCAL or OUT 
OF TOWN) will be picked up at 11:30 a.m. 
instead of 4:30 p.m. like it has been in the 
past. 

Postal Clerk, Danyell Peasley, advises that if 
you want your letter to go out on the day 
you mail it, you must get it to the post 
office prior to 11:30 a.m. Mail placed in the 
outside box or the inside slots after 11:30 
a.m. won’t go out until the following day. 

The 11:30 a.m. pick up time is for Monday – 
Friday. On Saturday the deadline is 8:45  

 

a.m. in the outside box and 9:00 a.m. in the 
inside slots. 

 

Matthew’s House Food Pantry is 
experiencing a larger number of people in 
need than in previous months. 

The food pantry’s hours are                 

Sunday    11:30 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.                        
Wednesday   5:00 p.m. – 6:30 p.m. 

The items of greatest need now are jelly, 
canned fruit, sugar, ketchup, mayonnaise, 
mustard, and other condiments. 

All donations are greatly appreciated. You 
may drop off your donations during the 
hours listed above.  

 

Harrison County Fair Highlights 

From July 22 to July 27 many Harrison 

County residents called the fairgrounds in 

Missouri Valley their “home away from 

home.” Some of those were the Loess Hills 

Lancers 4-H club members, their leaders, 

and their families. Club leaders, Michelle 

Lewis and Amanda Lawrenson, reported the 

following highlights from this year’s county 

fair: 

 David Cooper was selected as the 

2025 Iowa State Fair 4-H Hall of Fame 

inductee from Harrison County. 

 Kendal Baldwin was elected the 2025 

Harrison County Fair King. 

 The pie and muffin auction raised 

over $16,000 for Harrison County     

4-H. 



STATIC EXHIBITS GOING TO THE STATE 

FAIR 

 Brooke Cooper – 2 photos, 1 drawing 

 Jerzy Craft- 1 drawing 

 Blake Lawrenson – Thrifty Meal 

Challenge poster 

 Adrienne Cox – Personal 

Development Project 

 Clothing Event – Erin Lewis 

Champion in Innovative Design and 

will participate in the Awardrobe 

Clothing Competition at the State 

Fair. 

 Table Setting – Erin Lewis Grand 

Champion in Senior Formal Table 

Setting and will attend the Regional 

Competition in Oakland, IA on 

August 2. (This does not advance to 

the State Fair. It is a Southwest Iowa 

Region Competition. 

ANIMALS 

 Champion Exploring Swine – 

Paige Higgins 

 Horse – Junior Showmanship- 

Halter-Whitney Phillips 

 Junior Western Showmanship – 

Whitney Phillips 

 Junior High Point – Taylor Phillips 

& Whitney Phillips 

 Rabbitt –Best Opposite Sex – 

Maycie Lawrenson 

 Champion Junior Showman – 

Maycie Lawrenson 

 Sheep – Grand Champion Pair 

Market Sheep – Addison 

McIntosh 

 Cattle Supreme Cow/Calf Pair – 

Justin Cooper 

 Champion Rate of Gain – Addison 

Gochenour 

Congratulations to all the members of the 

Loess Hills Lancers 4-H Club, their leaders, 

and parents on their hard work all year long 

in preparing their exhibits for the Harrison 

County Fair. Great work! 

 

Mondamin Community Partners is planning 

the 2nd Annual BOO BASH in the Mondamin 

City Park on Sunday, October 5, 2025. It will 

be an afternoon of fun and games. Watch 

for more details in future newsletters and 

on Facebook. 

 

SPOTLIGHT 
ON 

SUSTAINABLE SANCTUARY                             
2348 Loess Hills Trail                                            

Missouri Valley, IA                                                        
by Maggie Rains 

“What is all that construction that is going 

on along Loess Hills Trail (Hwy 183)?” You 

may have heard this question asked many 

times in the past year or so. There have 

been many speculations as to what is being 

built there; some of the ideas were pretty 

humorous. Just south of the Loess Hills 

Lavender Farm, at 2348 Loess Hills Trail, you 

will find the home of a new business called 

Sustainable Sanctuary. This name was 

chosen for this farm store because the 

owners want to raise food that will sustain 



themselves and the community. The 

owners are Erin and Mike McAtee and their 

daughter, Alyssa, who currently live in 

Omaha. Their sons, Jayden and Keegan, are 

there to help with the heavy lifting. She 

commented to a customer that they started 

backward in their building plans. They 

started building the business shops and 

green houses before they built their house. 

The owners of this Iowa-Nebraska farm 

store offer home grown vegetables, 

chicken, and eggs. They raise their own 

vegetables with some grown indoors to 

control exposure from pests or weather. 

Erin said that she has raised vegetables 

indoors for ten years. She is in the process 

of combining her businesses in the Omaha 

area and transitioning them to be located at 

the Sanctuary. Other products that are 

available are from primarily Iowa growers 

or contracted producers; some use 

ingredients produced in Nebraska. Products 

that are currently available through the 

farm store are dressings, spices, dairy 

products such as Jisa cheeses, jellies and 

jams, meat, chickens, eggs, beef, 

SmokeHouse summer sausage and jerky, 

baked goods from Breeze Bakery in Council 

Bluffs, and a favorite, Roberto’s Pizza from 

Des Moines.  

The fifty meat chickens and the three 

hundred egg-laying hens raised on site are 

fed organic feed. Some of the fruit products 

are grown at Deal’s Orchard in Jefferson, IA. 

At this time, bins are stocked with Black 

Diamond and Green watermelons from 

Missouri and Iowa, cantaloupe, tomatoes, 

potatoes, sweet corn, cucumbers, yellow 

squash, onions and Pink Lady apples, fresh 

strawberries, and Colorado peaches. 

 When Erin was asked why they chose to 

locate their business in the Loess Hills, she 

explained they had looked at sites in 

Nebraska first, but chose Loess Hills Trail 

because it is pretty, quiet, less populated 

than other areas, and the land was 

available. They want to bring healthy 

products and open up opportunities for the 

area communities. She said this is a central 

location for many of the Harrison County’s 

towns.  

One future goal for their business is to have 

a farm-to-table restaurant on their 

property. In the three months since 

Sustainable Sanctuary has opened, business 

has steadily increased mostly by word of 

mouth from local customers who have 

stopped by and visitors who have come to 

view the Hills. A few people have been lost 

due to incorrect GPS directions. They stop 

to get directions at the store and end up 

shopping!  

Sustainable Sanctuary’s hours are 

Thursdays 3:00-6:00 p.m.                    

Fridays 2:00-6:00 p.m.                           

Saturdays 10:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m.  

Sundays 11:00 a.m.- 4:00 p.m.  

This fall follow them on Facebook to find 

winter hours; they will remain open this 

winter. Call/text 712-887-0477 or email 

them at ssfarmiowa@gmail.com. They can 

be followed on their Facebook page and on 

YouTube@SustainableSanctuaryMidwest.  



So if you are driving by 2348 Loess Hills Trail 

and you want to find out what all those 

buildings are on the hillside, just stop in at 

Sustainable Sanctuary! Then you’ll know! 

 

“August is the border between summer    

and autumn; it is the most beautiful                    

month I know.”             Tov Jansson 

 

LIBRARY NEWS 

Thanks to everyone who stopped by the 

library’s booth at Heritage Day.  See you 

again next year! 

The Mondamin Public Library is seeking two 

people to join the library board. If you are 

interested in helping the library grow and 

provide what our residents need, contact 

board president, Christina Howrey, or stop 

by the library. 

The Elementary Book Club is coming back in 

September for any 3rd or 4th grade West 

Harrison student. If you know of a 3rd or 4th 

grader who might be interested, have them 

contact the library. In addition, information 

will be distributed at school on Back to 

School Night and then again once school 

has started. There is a permission form to 

complete and the student does need to 

have a library card. The club will meet after 

school starting about 3:30 and be finished 

by 4:30. If you have questions, contact 

Marla at the library. 

The adult book club will meet again on 

September 24. 

 

 JUST TO BRING A SMILE …. 

What did the elephant do when he hurt his 

toe? 

 He called a tow truck! 

What is a table you can eat? 

 A vegetable 

Why doesn’t anybody like noisy tennis 

players? 

Because they are always making a 

racket! 

A teacher caught a student passing notes in 

class, but the student didn’t get in trouble. 

Why not? 

It was music class! 

Teacher:  “Daniel, I’ve had to send you to 

the principal every day this week. What do 

you have to say for yourself?” 

Daniel: “I’m glad it’s Friday!” 

 

“Let the sunshine of August inspire you to 

shine your brightest.”              Anonymous  

 

Mondamin Memories 
Mondamin, Ia., Sept. 14, 1931  

Sheriff Cross came to Mondamin last 

Thursday and raided the Carl Jackson home 

and allegedly found seven gallons of home 

brew in a bathtub on ice. Jackson was not at 

home so on Friday Marshal Bellville 

accompanied him to Logan where Judge H. 

J. Mantz fined him $300. 



 

Brothers Admit                         

Theft of Chickens 

Ernest and August Tippery unable to 

furnish Bond, Committed to Jail                         

Ernest Tippery, 24, and August Tippery, 19, 

brothers living west of Mondamin, at a 

preliminary hearing in Justice of the Peace J. 

M. Davis’ court here Tuesday morning 

admitted theft of sixteen chickens from 

Amos Bothwell. Unable to furnish $500 

bond each, they were committed to the 

county jail. 

The youths were arrested at Mondamin 

Monday evening by Sheriff C. F. Cross.  Mr. 

Bothwell who filed the complaint against 

the Tipperys said that 32 chickens had been 

stolen from his place. In court the Tipperys 

said that they sold the 16 stolen chickens in 

Missouri Valley. 

Submitted by Larry Stevens 

 

C.F. Cross was the sheriff of Harrison 

County from 1927 -1938. 

 

DID YOU KNOW? 

So what comes to mind when you think of 

the month of August? If you ask school aged 

children, they probably will say, “We HAVE 

to go back to school!” If you ask their 

parents the same question, the answer you 

will receive might be, “SCHOOL STARTS! I 

can’t wait!” 

 

 

It’s true that summer vacation is nearing an 

end and school will be starting soon, but 

August represents more than that. 

Throughout history the number of days in 

the month of August has changed 

frequently. In the ancient Roman calendar it 

either had 30 or 31 days. One Roman 

monarch reduced the number of days to 29. 

Later when Julius Caesar introduced the 

Julian calendar, he gave it 31 days which it 

still has today. 

Just like all of our months, August has a few 

quirky celebrations. Perhaps the quirkiest is 

that August 5 is National Underwear Day. 

No explanation of that was found, so use 

your imagination! 

 August 3 is National Watermelon 

Day. 

 August 10 might be a favorite of 

many of us as it is National Lazy Day. 

(Go ahead - relax on that day!) 

 August 16 is National Roller Coaster 

Day. 

 August 28 probably isn’t celebrated 

much in our community as it is 

National Bow Tie Day!   

 Martin Luther King, Jr. gave his 

famous “I Have a Dream” speech in 

August of 1963. 

 The Alaskan Gold Rush started in 

August 1896. 

 Several disasters have happened in 

August. In 79 AD Mt. Vesuvius 

erupted destroying Pompeii and all of 

its inhabitants. 

 



 Marking a tragic day in world history 

happened on August 6 when the first 

atomic bomb was dropped on 

Hiroshima, Japan in 1945. 

 A second bomb was dropped three 

days later on Nagasaki. These 

bombings are regarded as some of 

the most important historical 

occurrences of the 20th Century. 

During August the weather is warm and 

sunny. August offers the final vacations 

of the summer, time to appreciate the 

beauty of the season, football, volleyball, 

and cross country have replaced 

baseball and softball for our school 

athletes, and, oops, we can’t forget, 

parents:  SCHOOL STARTS! 

Enjoy what the month of August offers 

us! 

NOW YOU KNOW! 

 

If you have any ideas for stories that you’d 

like us to write, please let us know.  Do you 

have a good idea for our Spotlight section? 

If you know of events that you’d like to 

have listed, please tell Alyx in the City 

Clerk’s office and we will include them in 

our Events section. 

 

SCHOOL NEWS   

All of the athletic schedules for cross 

country, volleyball, and football are 

attached to the back of this newsletter. 

Please tear them off and keep them for 

future reference. 

West Harrison’s Back to School Open 

House is scheduled for 4:00 p.m. – 6:00 

p.m. on Thursday, August 21. At 4:45 p.m. 

there will be a meeting for all parents of 

preschoolers. Check the school’s webpage 

for more information. 

 

For the 2025-2026 school year, school 

begins on Monday, August 25.  The first full 

week of school (August 25 – 29) there will 

be a 1:30 p.m. dismissal each day. 

Full price for student lunches has increased 

to $2.70. The reduced price is $.40 and the 

adult lunch will cost $5.00 this year. 

 

West Harrison needs more mentors! It 

takes as little as 30 minutes once a week to 

hang out with a student that could make a 

big difference.  “In life you just need one 

little spark of hope to believe in yourself 

that you can achieve anything.” Corey Martin 

Craig, a keynote speaker at the 2025 TeamMates 

Annual Conference. 

Contact Kim or Tony Nunez via either school 

office to learn more about West Harrison’s 

TeamMates. 

 

Softball 

The Missouri Valley Lady Reds finished their 

softball season on July 16 in the Regional 

finals with a loss to Prairie City- Monroe. 

Congratulations to the Lady Reds for a great 

year and an outstanding record of 31-8. 

Baseball 

The Missouri Valley Big Reds finished their 

baseball season with a record of 6-16. 



 

EVENTS 
Sunday, August 3  6:00 p.m.                       

Loess Hills Lancers 4-H Club meets at 

Community Center     

Monday, August 4  7:00 p.m.             

Mondamin City Council meets at               

City Hall      

Thursday, August 21 4:00 – 6:00 p.m.            

Back to School Open House   

Thursday, August 21 4:45 p.m.    

Parents of Preschoolers meet 

Monday, August 25                                              

First Day of School at West Harrison 

August 25 – August 29                                               

1:30 p.m. Dismissal at West Harrison 

Monday, September 1                                     

Labor Day – No School 
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