
Mondamin’s 

November 2025 

 
Mission:  To help residents learn what is 

happening in town and around the area. 
CITY COUNCIL NEWS 

Mondamin’s City Council met on October 
7, 2025, for its monthly meeting.  All 
members were present except Jim Rains 
who submitted his resignation. Members of 
the public were also present.  The 
evening’s agenda, last month’s minutes, 
and the monthly claims were all approved 
unanimously. 
 
Department Reports: 
The librarian, Marla Rife, gave the 
Mondamin Public Library’s report for the 
September activities.  The library president 
donated two book bags to be given to one 
boy and one girl. The winners of the 
drawing were very excited to have the new 
bags which were filled with school supplies. 
Marla had a booth at the Boo Bash which 
was held on October 5th in the park.  She 
reported that she had lots of participation 
from children. Her goals are to develop 
new activities and ideas to bring people to 
the library.  She also explained the new 
state-wide library share program to the 
council.  It will help with library expenses 
and yet allow patrons to access books that 
they want to read. 
 

There was an update on the property 
maintenance from John Harrison of Bluffs 
Inspection Service about 401 Cedar Street.  
Neither owner was present at this meeting.  
The condition of this property had high 
weeds, trash, and an open outside door 
among other nuisances. An email will be 
sent to the owners to advise them that 
their property needs to cleaned up to avoid 
abatement proceedings. 
 
Several items were slated for New 
Business.  The public hearing was held at 
7:23 p.m. to open bids for the city-owned 
property at 107 S. Main Street.  Two bids 
had been received.  After reviewing the 
bids and discussion, the hearing was 
closed.  Resolution 2025-10 was voted on 
and approved unanimously to sell Lot Five 
and Lot 6 of Block 6 to the higher bid 
submitted by Robert and Ruth Neill for 
$4,000.  
 
The next items were proposed grant 
applications to the King Foundation from 
the American Legion post and the 
Mondamin Community Center and the 
Mondamin Public Library. The legion and 
the community center board are applying 
for a grant to fund various upgrades to the 
community center.  The library board is 
applying for fund for new boardroom 
chairs, computers, magnetic puzzles and 
new books for the patrons to use. 
 
The council discussed Member Seago’s 
suggestion for land use of the city-owned 
property that surrounds the new water 
plant at 501 Cedar Street.  She presented 
the idea of finding a developer that would 
be interested in using the land to convert it 
to a residential neighborhood. For the time 



being maybe it could be used for 
agriculture. 
 
Another property at 409 Pine Street was 
discussed. The city has recently become 
owners of this property.  It has abandoned 
vehicles with no titles on them. Clerk Hirst 
will contact the city attorney to see what 
legal process there is to remove the 
vehicles. 
 
The last action was to vote on Resolution 
2025-11 approving the 2025 Street Finance 
Report.  The roll call vote of the council was 
unanimous for approval to submit this 
report to the state. 
 
In reports given by the city employees, City 
Clerk Hirst reported she has spent her 
hours developing the annual Street Finance 
Report in time for the state’s deadline and 
is continuing to work on the city’s audit.  
This audit was required because more 
money was spent in the past year than 
what is typical because there were delays 
in the water plant’s completion.  This is 
required by federal agencies that fund 
projects like the city’s new water plant 
when over $750,000 is spent in one year. 
 
Public Works Superintendent Kelley told 
the council that he has winterized the 
park’s splash pad and the bathrooms.  He 
also installed the new bench swing at the 
park.  The sewer lagoon needs new 
aerators he reported. 
 
The next council meeting will be held 
Monday, November 3, 2025, at 7:00 p.m. at 
the Mondamin City Hall. The council will be 
seeking someone to be appointed to fill Mr. 
Rains’ seat. 

COMMUNITY NEWS 

Daylight Savings time ends Sunday, 

November 2, 2025, at 2:00 a.m. 

Remember to change your clocks and “fall 

back” to standard time. The U.S. Senate 

unanimously passed the "Sunshine 

Protection Act" in 2022, which would have 

made DST permanent nationwide. 

However, it was not passed by the House 

of Representatives. A similar bill was 

reintroduced in January 2025, but no 

action has been taken. 

 

West Harrison will host a Veterans Day 

Program at 1:00 p.m. on November 11, 

2025, in the school gymnasium. (See more 

information in the SCHOOL NEWS.) 

 

Mondamin Community Partners 

successfully sponsored its 2nd annual Boo 

Bash on October 5. Thank you to the 33 

volunteers (adults and high school 

students) who helped with the games and 

other events. Without your help, this fun 

afternoon wouldn’t happen. 



Raffle tickets were sold prior to the event 

by the Jiffy Mart and the Mondamin Public 

Library. Thanks to them for helping make 

the raffle very successful. 

Winners of the raffles are as follows: 

Brooke Foland – 2 passes to Vala’s Pumpkin 

patch donated by Vala’s. 

Laura Rife – 1/3 cord firewood donated by 

Lickety Split Firewood (Eric Freihage) 

Megan Wisniewski – Beverage Basket 

donated by Susie Lawrenson and others. 

Morgan Maiwald – the Nebraska Huskers 

wooden flag made and donated by Jeff 

Evers. 

Kristin Brunow – the Iowa Hawkeyes 

wooden flag made and donated by Jeff 

Evers. 

Elizabeth Dorrance – 4 adult buffets 

donated by Pizza Ranch of Missouri Valley. 

Sandy Lycan won the candy as she had the 

closest guess of how many pieces were in 

the container. 

Thank you so very much to the donors of 

the raffle prizes. You are appreciated very 

much! Thank you also to those of you who 

ran the games. What fun! 

 

Mondamin Community Partners’ next 

event is Light Up the Park on November 

30, 2025, from 3:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. Come 

see Santa and Mrs. Claus, two of their 

reindeer, have hot chocolate and popcorn, 

West Harrison Post Prom Parents will have 

their delicious chocolate chip cookies for 

sale, and stay for the beautiful Christmas 

decorations to brighten the park. Watch 

the city’s Facebook page for the date and 

time the park will be decorated. We will 

need help. All volunteers will be welcome 

to help with that project. 

 

 
City and School elections will take place on 

Tuesday, November 4, 2025. The polls will 

be open from 7:00 a.m. until 8:00 p.m.                       

 

To vote in Iowa, you must be registered to 

vote. To learn how to register to vote and if 

you qualify to vote, click here:  

https://sos.iowa.gov/voters/voter-

registration 

 
To vote by absentee ballot in Iowa all the 
information you need to obtain the ballot 
and return it will be found here: 
https://sos.iowa.gov/voters/absentee-
voting 

When you vote in person, remember to 
bring proper identification (Driver’s 
License, Passport, Iowa non-operator ID, 
Out-of-state driver's license or non-
operator ID, U.S. Military or veteran ID, ID 
card issued by an employer, Student ID 
from an Iowa high school or college or a 
Tribal ID card or document.)  

There is no candidate running for the 
position of mayor in the Mondamin city 

https://sos.iowa.gov/voters/absentee-voting
https://sos.iowa.gov/voters/absentee-voting


election. That means voters can write in 
the name of a person they would like to 
see have that office. To write in a person’s 
name, the voter MUST darken the oval and 
then put in the name. If you are in doubt 
about the spelling, get it as close as you 
can. As long as the election officials can 
determine who you have selected, that is 
how your vote will be counted. You can 
always write in a name for any contest just 
always make sure you darken the oval. If 
the oval isn’t darkened, your vote will NOT 
count.  

 

The Community Thanksgiving service will 
be held on Sunday, November 23, 2025, at 
6:00 p.m. in Mondamin at Holy Family 
Catholic Church. The offering will be for the 
West Harrison Ministerial Alliance 
Benevolence Fund. Everyone is welcome 
and invited to attend. 

Thanksgiving Day is always the 4th Thursday 
in November. The first nationwide 
Thanksgiving proclamation was made in 
1789 by President George Washington. 
Later on in 1863 our modern national 
holiday was established by President 
Abraham Lincoln. Finally, in 1941 Franklin 
D. Roosevelt made Thanksgiving a federal 
holiday. Happy Thanksgiving 2025 on 
November 27th! 

 

CITY CLERK’S OFFICE                                           
Monday, Wednesday, & Thursday                        
9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.                             
Phone:  712.646.2431 

MONDAMIN PUBLIC LIBRARY  
Monday & Wednesday                    
1:00 p.m. -6:00 p.m.                                              
Thursday  9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. 
Saturday   8:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.   
Phone:  712.646.2888 

MATTHEW’S HOUSE FOOD PANTRY  
Sunday  11:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m.                                
Wednesday  5:00 p.m. – 6:30 p.m. 

Donations are needed. Most needed items 
are canned fruit, condiments, items for a 
Thanksgiving meal (instant potatoes, gravy 
mixes, stuffing mixes, sweet potatoes, and 
canned vegetables), cleaning supplies, and 
personal hygiene items. If you don’t want 
to shop, a money donation is always 
welcome. 

 

SPOTLIGHT ON 
Stacey Clark, FCCLA Advisor                         

Delaney Mentzer, High School Student 
Council Advisor 

“Farming the land to feed the world.”                                                              
“No farmers, No food!”                              

“From our fields to your fork!”                    “If 
you ate today, thank a farmer!”   By Donella 

Pauli 

You might be familiar with these sayings, 
but how often have you ever heard or read 
“Feed the Farmers”? That is just what 
happened on October 8th and October 15th 



in Mondamin. A couple of years ago at a 
State Leadership Conference West 
Harrison’s student council advisor, Delaney 
Mentzer, learned about other schools doing 
service projects where the student council 
prepared meals for the farmers during 
harvest season. 

West Harrison’s Student Council members 
with their advisor, and members of FCCLA 
and their advisor, Stacey Clark, joined 
forces this school year to Feed the Farmers! 

Planning for this event started in the 
summer and was presented to the 
administration on the very first day of 
school. Mrs. Jackie Fonley, West Harrison’s 
Principal, gave the group her complete 
support so the planning continued. Twenty-
five members of the student council, 
thirteen members of FCCLA, and their 
advisors worked to plan what to serve, 
purchase groceries to cook the meals, and 
locate a space to serve the meals. 

Kathy Glennie, Food Service Director at 
West Harrison, helped the group order 
much of what they needed to prepare the 
meals; that way the items were delivered 
directly to the school which saved time. 

When asked if they could help with the 
project, Mondamin’s Heartland Coop was 
on board by providing their office space as a 
place for the meals to be packaged and 
picked up by a member of the farmer’s 
family. 

Between the two meals (a spaghetti dinner 
and a hot beef sandwich dinner) nearly 150 
meals were ordered, picked up, and taken 
to the fields for local farmers to enjoy. 

The groups reached out for support from 
our community and neighboring 
communities to get initial donations to put 
toward the service project. Later with free 
will donations, they were able to make this 
service project a success. All donations 
were greatly appreciated. 

This project gave the students an 
opportunity to learn what it is like to plan 
organize, prepare, and do quantity cooking. 
Some of the students aren’t sure they 
would like doing something like this as a 
career. 

When Ms. Mentzer and Mrs. Clark were 
asked if this service project would be 
repeated, they both said, “Yes!” Clark 
added, “It was fun to work together.” 
Mentzer commented, “It was a great 
opportunity for our students.” The students 
learned they need to be organized for a 
project this size. Both teachers felt it 
allowed the students to see them in a 
different light. 

In the future if you see or hear the phrase, 
“If you ate today, thank a farmer,” you 
know that in the West Harrison community 
the farmers can say, “If the farmers ate 
today, thank the student council and FCCLA 
groups from West Harrison! 

Next harvest watch for details about       
Feed the Farmers II. 

 

 

 



LIBRARY NEWS 
Several large print edition books are now 

available at the library. Stop by to check 

out one. 

The library director had a table set up at 

Boo Bash for the children to visit. The 

special one-of-a-kind glass squirrel was 

hiding on the library’s table for the 

participants to locate during the scavenger 

hunt! It look them a long time to find him! 

He won’t be back next year because he 

went home with one of the two children 

who found him! 

There are new things happening at the 

library each month. Stop in to see what’s 

happening! 

 

Just to Make You Smile ….. 

Why did the Pilgrim’s pants keep falling 
down? 

 Because his buckle was on his hat! 

What is a potato’s favorite TV show in 
November? 

 M.A.S.H (reruns) 

What smells the best at Thanksgiving 
dinner? 

 Your nose. 

What is Humpty Dumpty’s favorite month? 

November because he had a great 
fall. 

What do you call a turkey on the run? 

 Fast food! 

What do you get when winter arrives 
early? 

 Autumn leaves. 

Mondamin Memories 

Squatters Get Way in Row; 

County Rents Land for Them 
March 19, 1933                                                                     

Special to the Nonpareil   

Mondamin, March 18                                           
Although, three judges have ruled against 

them in decisions over a three-year period, 

the squatters’ row, which finally embroiled 

a Nebraska and an Iowa sheriff, has ended 

in victory for the squatters. 

Harrison County supervisors this week 

leased the rich river bottom farm of 

Frances Remington of Mondamin and 

granted the squatters the right to farm it 

this summer. 

Three squatters, who were held in jail on a 

contempt of court charge for refusing to 

vacate the land on order of Judge Tinley, 

were released from jail. 

Meandering of the Missouri River has left a 

strip of “no man’s land” near Mondamin 

which both Iowa and Nebraska claim. 

When Sheriff Cross of Harrison County 

arrested the three squatters for failure to 

vacate the alleged “Iowa land,” a Nebraska 

sheriff promptly summoned the Iowa 



sheriff to appear in court to answer a 

charge of unlawful arrest. 

This move came to naught when the Iowa 

sheriff refused to go to Nebraska, holding 

that the charge was not an extraditable 

offense and that therefore he could not be 

forced to go. 

Meanwhile the squatters continued to 

insist they live in Nebraska, while they get 

food and clothing from Harrison County’s 

poor relief fund, accept help from the Iowa 

Red Cross, and accept the succor of the 

Mondamin Women’s club, which furnishes 

shoes to keep the children in Iowa schools, 

to which the squatters refuse to pay tuition 

as Nebraska residents or taxes as Iowa 

citizens. 

This article was taken from the files of Larry Stevens. 

 

DID YOU KNOW? 

Veterans Day is always November 11th and 

it honors all who have served in the U.S. 

military, living or dead.  

With that in mind, have you ever wondered 

what to say to a veteran. Is it OK to say, 

“Happy Veterans Day!” to a veteran. Or is 

there something more appropriate to say? 

Some sources say that it is generally OK to 

say “Happy Veterans Day,” but some 

veterans may feel it’s more sincere to say 

something like “Thank you for your 

service,” or a more personal message of 

gratitude. It is probably best to consider 

your relationship with the veteran and say 

something genuine and respectful. 

Most veterans appreciate any sincere 

acknowledgement of their service and 

contributions to our country. Something 

simple is best to say to a veteran that you 

don’t know. Younger veterans in particular 

might feel uncomfortable with either of the 

phrases because to them it might feel like a 

generic or insincere comment. Older 

veterans who may have had more difficult 

experiences in the service might think the 

word, “happy”, doesn’t feel appropriate. 

Perhaps “Thank you for your sacrifices to 

our country” would be better. 

When Mondamin’s Jesse Strong American 

Legion Post #378 Commander, Dave Tallon, 

was asked to comment about what is 

appropriate to say to a veteran, he said, 

“Veterans Day and Memorial Day are more 

somber and reflective, not necessarily a 

celebration like a birthday or an 

anniversary. A thank you is great.” 

Whatever you decide to say to a veteran, 

just be sincere, offer a simple thank you, 

focus on their contributions if you know 

what they are, personalize the message if 

you know the person, and always be a 

good listener if the veteran wants to share 

about their time serving our country. 

NOW YOU KNOW! 

 

 

SCHOOL NEWS 
Please remove the attached basketball 

and wrestling schedules from the back of 

this newsletter. Winter sports begin soon. 

 



A Post Prom fundraiser of selling Eileen’s 

Cookie Dough begins on November 3 and 

will continue until November 17. Purchase 

some delicious cookie dough to help the 

junior parents have a nice post prom for 

the students. 

 

West Harrison will host a Veterans Day 

Program at 1:00 p.m. on November 11, 

2025, in the school gymnasium. Everyone is 

invited-especially all veterans in the 

community. Check the school’s web page 

at www.westharrison.org for more details. 

 

EVENTS 

Sunday, November 2, 2025                              

Daylight Savings Time ends. 

Sunday, November 2, 2025 6:00        

Loess Hills Lancers 4-H Club meets at 

Mondamin Community Center 

Monday, November 3, 2025                                            

Post Prom Parents Fundraiser of 

selling Eileen’s Cookie Dough begins. 

Monday, November 3, 2025 7:00 p.m.        

City Council meets at City Hall 

Tuesday, November 11, 2025 1:00 p.m.   

Veterans Day Program at West 

Harrison 

Monday, November 17, 2025                              

Cookie Dough Sale ends. 

Sunday, November 23, 2025 6:00 p.m.              

Community Thanksgiving Service at 

Holy Family Catholic Church 

Wednesday, November 26, 2025                                

No School 

Thursday, November 27, 2025                            

Thanksgiving Day                                                      

No School 

Friday, November 28, 2025                                      

No School     

Sunday, November 30, 2025     3:00 p.m.–               

5:00 p.m.                                          

Mondamin Community Partners   

Light up the Park                                    

Mondamin City Park        

 

Happy Thanksgiving! 
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