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Mission:  To help residents learn what is 
happening in town and around the area. 

CITY COUNCIL NEWS 

Mayor Pro Tem, Karen Breyfogle, called 
the October 5, 2026, meeting to order 
leading those present in the Pledge of 
Allegiance. 

Mayor Richard Proskocil was not in 
attendance, but submitted his letter of 
resignation. All council members, staff 
Alyx Hirst and Mike Kelley, and public 
William Nelsen, Cortney Sims, and 
Michele Stirtz were present. 

The agenda, minutes from the last 
meeting, and claims were all approved. 

Michele Stirtz was present to introduce 
herself to the council and state that she is 
running for Harrison County Supervisor. 
She said she wanted to stay current on 
Mondamin topics. 

A report f rom the Mondamin Community 
Center manager was submitted to the 
council. 

Library Board President, Bill Nelsen, 
introduced Cortney Sims, a new library 
board member. Bill told the council that 
Christine Hussing would no longer be 
assisting Helen Carritt because she is 

handling the day-to-day operations well. 
The librarian and some members of the 
board met with the Missouri Valley 
librarian for one day. They will be busy 
cataloging the kids’ section in October. 
Bill also stated that their main focus will 
be getting their accreditation back. The 
library raised $122.00 at BOO BASH. 

There was no report from the fire 
department. The owners of property at 
210 N. Main had asked to be on the 
council’s agenda, but were not present. 

In new business there was much 
discussion about the storm drain repair in 
front of West Harrison and whose 
responsibility it was to pay for the repairs. 
After much discussion, a motion was 
made, seconded, and passed for the city 
to pay for the repairs. A bid of $7000 was 
accepted from ARMODUS. 

A public hearing date was set as 
November 2 at 7:00 p.m. for the sale of 
the city-owned lot at 409 Pine Street.  

Mary Seago mentioned that most towns 
set a date and time for trick-or treating. 
The Council agreed on Saturday, October 
31 from 5:00 p.m. and 9:00 p.m. 

The Council agreed on shade umbrellas 
for the park, a street sweeper 
attachment, and a track loader to be the 
items asked for in the King Foundation 
Grant. 

The Council decided to purchase a pallet 
rack which will help get items off the floor 
in the shop. Mike Kelley was instructed to 
purchase one he thought would be best. 



Mayor Pro Tem, Karen Breyfogle, 
expressed her gratitude for Richard 
Proskocil’s service as mayor. The City 
regretfully accepted his resignation and 
extends its best wishes to him and his 
family. 

In the clerk’s report, Alyx reported that 
she had been busy with day-to-day 
operations and preparing for the few 
projects that need to be completed. She 
reminded everyone about the citywide 
clean up day on October 18th from 2:00 – 
4:00 p.m. 

The Public Works report mentioned that 
because of all the rain, Mike had been 
busy cleaning out the city buildings and 
organizing things. He also stated that he 
had drained the detention tank at the 
water treatment plant to clean it because 
he had noticed that the bottom nozzles 
were plugged. He wanted to clean them 
before winter, but needs a specific ladder 
made for the tank for safety. The paving of 
Cedar Street is to begin. 

There was no further business so the 
meeting was adjourned. 

The next Mondamin City Council meeting 
will take place on November 2, 2026, at 
7:00 p.m. 

 
Just a note:  In addition to the Harrison County 
Times-Reporter you can also find the minutes of 
the Mondamin City Council at 
www.iowapublicnotices.com and 
www.mondaminiowa.com. 

 

COMMUNITY NEWS 

BOO BASH Was a Success! 

Sunday's BOO BASH sponsored by 
Mondamin Community Partners was a 
great day in the Mondamin City Park! The 
weather was beautiful! The kiddos were 
all there to play games, win prizes, and be 
with their friends. Parents came with their 
children to have a nice day outside. We 
had the best group of volunteers to run 
the games and just help everybody have 
fun. It was awesome! As one of our 
organizers said, "You could just feel the 
joy!" If you didn't make it this year, be sure 
to come in 2027!  
 
Thanks to everyone who purchased raffle 
tickets to try to win our prizes. (Buying 
raffle tickets helps us keep our events 
free!) Here are the winners: 
The $50 gift card to Family Fare was won 
by Mike Liljedahl. 
Peggy Smith won the Beverage Basket. 
Gage Remington was the winner of the 
Vala's Pumpkin Patch passes. 
Congratulations to the winners! 
 
We had a large white pumpkin on display 
and asked everyone to make a guess as to 
how much the pumpkin weighed. Elise 
Remington was within .8 of a pound of 
guessing the exact weight. Way to go 
Elise! Yep, she won the pumpkin! 
 
We thank everyone for supporting our fall 
event. It won't be long until we have Light 
Up the Park! We will be decorating on 
Sunday, November 1 and we can always 

http://www.iowapublicnotices.com/


use extra help. Mark your calendars and 
come to the park to help at 1:00 p.m. on 
the first. 
 
Light Up the Park with Santa and 
Mrs. Claus and rides in a horse-
drawn wagon will be on Sunday, 
November 15 from 3:00 p.m. until 
5:00 p.m. It will be another great event 
with refreshments (Grey Gelding Coffee 
Truck will be on hand.) and seeing the 
beautiful Christmas lights turned on to 
decorate our park during the holiday 
season. 
 
MCP hopes to see you all on November 
15 for Light Up the Park! 
 

Spring Forward, Fall Back 

Daylight Saving Time ended on Sunday, 
November 1, 2026, at 2:00 a.m. Hopefully 
you remembered to set your clocks back 
and hour. 
 

Food Drive for Matthew’s House 

Boy Scouts Pack #558 out of Missouri 
Valley is placing food drive boxes at the 
Jiffy Mart in Mondamin and Country 
Corner in Pisgah from November 1 – 14. 

They are asking you to contribute by 
purchasing nonperishable items which 
will be given to Matthew’s House Food 
Pantry in Mondamin. Please help this 
group with this project as they help those 
in need in our community. 

 

 

 
Election day is Tuesday, November 3, 
2026. The polls are open from 7:00 a.m. 
until 8:00 p.m. If you have questions prior 
to November 3, contact the Harrison 
County Auditor at 712 644-2401. 
Remember to vote! 

 
 

 
Post Prom Fund Raiser 

After you have been to Light Up the Park 
to see the beautiful Christmas 
decorations turned on, come enjoy a 
Chili and Cinnamon Roll supper on 
Sunday, November 15 from 5:00 p.m. 
until 7:30 p.m. at the Mondamin 
Community Center to support West 
Harrison Post Prom. There will be silent 
auction for various items and baskets of 
goodies. This will be a free will offering 
evening. 

Come have a delicious meal and help the 
parents provide a fun, safe post prom 
evening for the students.       

                                                                        
 



 

Community Thanksgiving Service 

The community will gather at the 
Mondamin Community Center on 
Sunday, November 22 at 6:00 p.m. for the 
annual Community Thanksgiving Service. 
Mondamin’s United Methodist Church will 
be hosting the event this year. Fellowship 
and refreshments will follow the service.   

Donations will be accepted for the West 
Harrison Ministerial Alliance to aid them 
with the help they provide those in need 
throughout the year.  

“The more you practice the art of 
thankfulness, the more you have to be 
thankful for.” 

   ~ Norman Vincent Peale  

 

 
 

Fall Decorating Contest 
 

 

Mondamin Community Partners held a 
fall/Halloween decorating contest. Prizes 
were given in two categories: the best fall 
decorations and the best Halloween 
decorations. 

The two winners of the decorating contest 
are Ray and Kathy Thompson and Randy 
and Deb Farris. The judges had a difficult 
time deciding the winners because there 
are so many beautifully decorated homes 
in Mondamin. If you haven’t had time to 
drive around town to see the displays, 
please find time to do that. You’ll be 
pleasantly surprised. Thank you to all the 
residents who decorated their yards and 
homes. 

Congratulations to both winners! Each of 
them received a $50 gift card to the Jiffy 
Mart. 
 

Grey Gelding Coffee Truck                             
to Visit Mondamin 

Do you want a hot, 
delicious coffee drink in the 
morning? Cheyann Straight 
will have her coffee truck 
parked west of the 
Mondamin Library starting 
October 22nd and will visit 
Mondamin every other 

Thursday from 7:00 a.m. – 10:00 a.m. 
(November 5th & 19th) Mark your calendars 
so you won’t forget to stop by for a 
delicious beverage to get your morning off 
to a great start! 
 

Thank you 

Thank you to Deegan and Caleb for the 
great help in preparing the flower planters 
for fall and winter. Your help was greatly 
appreciated! 



Just to Make You Laugh   

What’s the ratio of a pumpkin’s 
circumference to its diameter? 

 Pumpkin Pi 

Why did Humpty Dumpty love autumn? 

 Because he had a great fall! 

What do you call two monkeys sharing an 
Amazon account? 

 PRIME-mates 

Why do ducks have tail feathers? 

 To cover their buttquacks 

What do you call a dog magician? 

 A labracadabrador 

What do sweet potatoes wear to bed? 

 Yammmies 

Why did the cranberries turn red? 

Because they saw the turkey 
dressing. 

What do you call a turkey the day after 
Thanksgiving? 

 Lucky! 
 

More Bizarre State Laws 

Here are a few more bizarre laws that 
must have been important at some point, 
but we have to wonder why they were ever 
passed. 

 In Kansas tire screeching is banned. 

 It is illegal to send a surprise pizza 
in Louisiana. 

 Sleeveless shirts are banned in 
public parks in Maryland. (It didn’t 
say if it pertained to both males and 
females.) 

 In Massachusetts it’s illegal to tell 
fortunes without certification. A 
fortune teller must have a license. 

 Since 1953 it has been unlawful to 
sell, trade, or buy motor vehicles on 
a Sunday. 

 Dirty tires are banned in Minnesota 
so you’d better wash your car 
before you cross the border. They 
consider it a public nuisance if 
mud, dirt, or other substances fall 
on their streets or highways. 

 A 2013 law in Mississippi barred 
towns from forcing restaurants to 
include nutrition information or 
calorie count on menus. They also 
can’t require restaurants to limit 
portion size. 

Watch for more craziness next month. 
Ladd, Kara. 50 Craziest State Laws from around the United 
States, 2020. 
 

 
Paige Parsons                                                                                      

West Harrison 2nd Grade Teacher 

Have you been looking for a good book to 
read? Have you read Dragons Love Tacos, 



The Day the Crayons Quit, or Hank, the 
Bully? If you’d like to read any one of 
those exciting titles, just stop by Mrs. 
Parsons’ 2nd grade classroom at West 
Harrison. 

Paige is originally from Missouri Valley 
where she graduated from high school in 
2014. She then attended Creighton 
University where she received her 
undergraduate degree and then obtained 
a master’s degree in Science of Reading 
from Northwest Missouri State University. 

This is Mrs. Parsons’ eighth year of 
teaching, but her first year at West 
Harrison. Previously Paige taught at 
Edison Elementary in Council Bluffs 
where she taught kindergarten, 1st grade, 
and 2nd grade. (She was quick to mention 
that her first year of teaching was the 
COVID year! We all have special 
memories of what that was like for our 
students and schools!) 

When asked why she came to West 
Harrison, Paige replied that she was ready 
to be part of a community and she feels 
she has found that “family” at West 
Harrison. She has felt very welcomed and 
says, “Everyone here wants what is best 
for everyone.” The staff has been very 
supportive and kind to her. 

Paige enjoys teaching 2nd grade because 
the students are still young, sweet, fun, 
and becoming independent. Paige feels 
that the learning from previous years is 
coming together in 2nd grade. 

She is still learning the curriculum, but 
like all teachers, Paige has goals for her 

students especially in reading and math. 
The students have been composing and 
decomposing the number 10. The 2nd 
graders have moved on to spelling more 
complex words and increasing the need 
to read for comprehension. 

Paige and her husband, Aaron, who has a 
trucking company, have a 17-month-old 
daughter, Raylyn. Paige mentions her 
mother, a retired teacher, as her 
inspiration to become a teacher. 

Welcome to West Harrison, Paige! We 
hope you and your 2nd graders have a 
wonderful year! 

And, by the way, those books that were 
mentioned at the beginning of this article, 
you might want to check out The Day the 
Crayons Quit. It will keep you on the edge 
of your seat until you find out what the 
crayons’ grievances are and how the little 
boy can color.  

 
DO YOU KNOW?   
 

Most of you reading this article either 
currently are or were at one time a 
resident of Harrison County, Iowa. Some 
of you have lived here your entire life and 
others have been here just a short time, 
but how much do you really know about 
Harrison County?  
 

Harrison County is one of 99 counties in 
Iowa and was created in 1851. The county 
is named after William Henry Harrison, 
the ninth US President. It is the 52nd most 
populous county in Iowa. 
 



Harrison County covers a total of about 
702 square miles which most of that is 
land. Only 4.8 square miles are water. 
 
Missouri Valley is the largest town and 
Logan is the county seat. The population 
of Harrison County has changed over the 
years. In 1930 the census counted 24,488 
people in the county, but the most recent 
data says that there are currently only 
14,632 people living here. About 93.46% 
of the people say they are non-Hispanic 
White. Other groups include 0.19% Black, 
2.01% Hispanic, 0.20% Native American, 
and 03.4% Asian. About 3.78% are of 
another race or more than one race. 
Harrison County has 6,665 homes, but 
only 5,951 of them are lived in. 
 
The median household income is $79,535 
while the median home value is 
$176,000. (For the state of Iowa the 
income is $75,059 and the home value is 
$208.000.) Our county has 2.3% 
unemployment, but 65.2% labor force 
participation. Statistics show that 
Harrison County has a 7.1% poverty rate. 
 

As most of you know, there are several 
important roads that run through Harrison 
County:  Interstate 29, U.S. Highway 30, 
Iowa Highways 37, 44, 127,183, and 191. 
Residents can travel easily across the 
county and on to other places in the state. 
 

Harrison County has 20 townships, 10 
towns, and 5 smaller places that are not 
officially cities. (California Junction, River 
Sioux, Orson, Yorkshire, and Beebeetown 
are areas known to many.) 
 

That is Harrison County by the numbers. 
Were you surprised by anything you read? 

No matter what the numbers say, we all 
know Harrison County as HOME. 
 
https://kids.kiddle.co/Harrison_County,_Iowa 

 
NOW YOU KNOW! 

 
The book club will meet on November 4 
and each member will talk about a book 
he/she is currently reading or a favorite of 
theirs. The group will not meet in 
December, but will return to their regular 
schedule in January 2027. 
 
Have you stopped in the library to meet 
Helen Carritt? She would love to meet you 
and find out what you’d like to read. 
Remember, there is always something for 
everyone in the library! 
 

Mondamin Memories 

Have you been anxiously waiting to find 
out what happened to the Mondamin 
students who staged a strike trying to 
keep their superintendent? That article 
was last month’s Mondamin Memories. 
Your wait is over. 

From the files of Larry Stevens 

WOLFE REFUSES CONTRACT; 
STUDENTS END SIT-DOWN 

WILL QUIT JOB WHEN TERM ENDS  
Youngsters Leave School After 

Superintendent Pleads 



MONDAMIN—A stirring plea by 
Superintendent Gordon Wolfe late Friday 
afternoon brought an end to a 30-hour sit-
down strike by 150 students of Mondamin 
Consolidated school. The strikers left the 
schoolhouse silently after they learned 
that Mr. Wolfe plans to resign at the end of 
the present term, May 25, although he 
has been tendered a new contract by the 
board of education. 

“I was never in favor of the strike, Mr. 
Wolfe was quoted as saying. “I did 
everything possible to discourage the 
demonstration. I don’t believe that is the 
way to settle matters of this kind.”  

Despite the new contract, which is the 
same as the one under which he is now 
serving, Mr. Wolfe stated definitely that he 
will resign. He did not announce any 
definite plans for the future. 

“A little misunderstanding between the 
board and myself” was given by Mr. Wolfe 
as the reason for the situation. 

Decision by the students to end their 
strike climaxed a day in which community 
feeling ran high and the youngsters defied 
an edict from Mayor William Probesting to 
vacate the building. More that a hundred 
parents signed a “We want Wolfe” 
petition which was circulated. 

Following a special session of the board 
of education, Kermit Clark, school 
treasurer, went to the school and 
informed students that a new contract 

was being offered the superintendent, 
and asked them to go home. 

Jerry Belleville, student spokesman, 
asked to see the contract and he and Mr. 
Clark went to Superintendent Wolfe’s 
home to examine it. Salary was not 
mentioned in the contract, according to 
Belleville. 

President Dean King did not attend the 
board meeting which was held at the 
school a little later. Board members were 
silent during the discussion and the plea 
of Mr. Wolfe to quite the strike “for my 
sake.” 

Young Belleville said, “We gave up 
because Mr. Wolfe wanted it that way. 

“A student clique that is trying to run the 
school board” was blamed for the 
controversy by Board Member Evan 
Noyes. “What’s the use of having a school 
board, if it can be dictated to?”  he asked. 

“Had the strike continued,” Mr. Noyes 
said, “the board would have dismissed 
school for two weeks which would have 
interfered with graduation of the senior 
class.” 

                         
Do you have items that need to be dry 
cleaned? Drop them off at the Jiffy Mart 
by Tuesday, the items will be picked up, 
cleaned, and returned by Tuesday the 
next week. 



 

 

Matthew’s House Food Pantry 

If you are in need of assistance, the food 
pantry is open each Sunday from 11:30 
a.m. until 1:00 p.m. and on Wednesdays 
from 5:00 until 6:30 p.m.  

Donations are accepted during those 
times as well. The food pantry will be 
making Thanksgiving baskets which will 
contain a gift certificate for either a turkey 
or a ham, so would appreciate canned 
yams, stuffing mixes, and other items to 
make a Thanksgiving dinner.  

 

 

Every Friday night is 
PIZZA NIGHT at the 
Sandbar in 

Mondamin. Stop by or call 712.646.2300 
to order your favorite pizza. 
 

Did you hear these comments from 
your parents when you were growing up 
or have you said them to your children? 

• Wait until you have kids of your 
own. 

• As long as you live under my roof, 
you’ll do as I say. 

• I’m not running a taxi service! 
• Do you think I’m made of money? 

 
 

 
 

 

               

 

 

 

SCHOOL NEWS 

The 2026 Healthiest State Walk was held 
at West Harrison on October 7, 2026. It 
was an opportunity to join thousands of 
other Iowans state wide in walking to 
raise awareness of the importance of 
physical activity and mental health well-
being in Iowa. Workplaces, schools, 
organizations and cities across Iowa 
participated. 

Moving Iowa forward starts with healthy 
habits. Whether it is taking a walk, making 
healthier food choices, connecting with 
others, or prioritizing mental wellness, 
every positive choice contributes to a 
stronger and healthier Iowa. This walk is a 
reminder that meaningful change often 
begins with small steps and together we 
can move Iowa to a healthier future. 

Thanks for walking, Hawkeyes! 

Troy Maasen 

Do you have information that you’d 
like to see printed in the monthly 

newsletter? Just contact Donella at 
dpauli@iowatelecom.net or text 

402-659-1299. 

mailto:dpauli@iowatelecom.net


Elementary Students SOARing! 

Be sure to check the West Harrison 
webpage each week to learn which 
elementary students are caught SOARing!  
Each week the S.O.A.R. award is given to 
elementary students who display the 
following positive behaviors:    

S – Safety 

O- On Task 

A – Achievement 

R – Respect 

 
West Harrison to Honor Veterans 

All veterans and other community 
members are invited to join the West 
Harrison students on Veterans Day, 
November 11, 2026, at 10:30 a.m. in the 
high school gym for their annual program 
to honor our veterans. The K-12 music 
students, under the direction of Ms. Kristi 
Rushing, will provide patriotic selections. 

Tom York, the Director of Veteran Housing 
for Victory Apartments and Victor II 

Apartments will be the featured speaker. 
Mr. York is retired military having served in 
the United States Air Force for 22 years. 
He has 45 years of experience directly 
working with veterans from all branches 
of service. 

Everyone is invited to stay for lunch 
following the program. The cost is $5.20 
per person. RSVPs are appreciated to 
assist with meal planning. To make a 
reservation for lunch, please call the 
high school office (712-646-2231) or 
email kglennie@w-harrison.k12.ia.us 
by November 6th. The menu for lunch is 
roast beef, bread, mashed potatoes with 
gravy, green beans, fresh fruit, fresh 
veggie salad bar, WG muffin, and dessert. 

Come salute our veterans and stay for 
lunch! 

 

K-Kids and Builders Club Meet to 
Plan Projects for November           

and December 

West Harrison’s K-Kids met and decided 
they would write thank you notes to the 
veterans and give out smiley notes to 
brighten other people’s days.  In 
December they will help pay for the movie 
that the elementary students attend. 

The Builder’s Club will also be writing 
thank you notes to give to our local 
veterans. Their December project will be 
to make treat bags and notes to hand out 

mailto:kglennie@w-harrison.k12.ia.us


to the staff at Burgess Health Center in 
Onawa. 

Karen Breyfogle and Deb Kuhlman are the 
advisors of these two groups. 

 

Winter Sports Schedules are attached 
to this newsletter. Tear them off and 

keep them for future use. 

 

 
 

EVENTS 

Sunday, November 1  6:00 p.m.  
Loess Hills Lancers & Clover Kids  
4-H Club will meet at Mondamin 
Community Center 

Monday, November 2  7:00 p.m.  
Mondamin City Council meets at 
City Hall 

Tuesday, November 3  7:00 a.m.-
8:00 p.m.   Election Day 

Wednesday, November 11 10:30 a.m. 
Veterans Day Program at West 
Harrison 

Wednesday, November 11                              
Following the Veterans Day Program 
all attendees are invited to stay for 
lunch. See article above to make 
reservations.          

Friday, November 13  TBD    
SWIBA Honor Band 

Sunday, November 15  3:00 p.m. – 
5:00 p.m.     Light Up the Park in the 
Mondamin City Park                                        
Santa and Mrs. Claus will visit. 

Sunday, November 15  5:00 p.m. – 
7:30 p.m.      Post Prom Chili and 
Cinnamon Roll Dinner  

Sunday, November 22  6:00 p.m.  
Community Thanksgiving Service 
hosted by Mondamin United 
Methodist Church at Mondamin 
Community Center. Everyone is 
welcome. 

Tuesday, November 24                                
West Harrison dismisses early for 
Thanksgiving break 

Wednesday, November 25                             
No School 

Thursday, November 26                                    
Thanksgiving Day                                             
No School 

Friday, November 27                                          
No School 
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